State of the City Address
Patrick D. Rushing, Mayor, City of Airway Heights

Good morning and welcome to the City of Airway Heights. 

Although the economy has not recovered as quickly as any of us would like it to, I can report to you that the state of the City is good. According to the state auditor’s office, while other cities and towns in Washington have struggled during the recession, the city of Airway Heights has weathered the recession well. That does not mean that our city has not had similar challenges that other cities have experienced, we have. 

We've also had successes that we expect to propel us into the future through our annexations and economic development. I would like to touch on some of our challenges and successes, update you on our annexation and how we plan for the future. 

Some of the challenges that we've encountered are very similar to other communities. As the recession continues all cities are challenged to provide greater value in services while revenue sources decline. This is the "New Normal". Like other communities we are still pursuing a sustainable way of funding street maintenance and improvements.  As available revenue through gas tax shrink and grants diminish, the only long term solution to our transportation needs point to a local or regional approach. To address this concern, we as leaders must make critical decisions while completely engaging our constituents.

Our children are our future, another concern that we have is our ability to provide for the needs of our youth.  For years the city of Airway Heights has had the need for space to provide community and recreation programs.  The solution is to construct an $8 - 10 million facility to host various programs.  We are working with a variety of public, private and non-profit partners to build this much needed facility. 

In addition to our challenges, the city has also enjoyed several successes this year.  One such success is set to start January 1, 2012. The first day of the new year will mark the end of a 20 year effort to annex areas east of Hayford Road into Airway Heights. Over the past 20 years, businesses and residents have expressed interest in annexing into our city.  On December 3rd, 2009 the city responded through an historical Interlocal agreement with Spokane County and the City of Spokane for the annexation of lands.  This is the first ever annexation by Interlocal agreement in the state of Washington.  The two-step process required the city to identify the type of annexation and receive concurrence from the affected jurisdictions. Following numerous meetings the annexation area was identified and on June 28th 2011, received approval from Spokane County and Fire District 10. The annexation area adds an estimated 1,425 people, 757 homes and 29 businesses on 425 acres.  It will add over $101 million to the cities assessed valuation and add more than $730,000 in annual revenues.

The city has also completed the construction of a waste water reclamation facility. The waste water reclamation plant is a culmination of more than 10 years of engineering, funding and construction efforts designed to provide additional water sources onto the West Plains and sewer capacity well into the future. The project was funded through the Public Works Trust Fund, Department of Ecology, USDA Rural Development, along with local city funding.  It received more than $25 Million in American Reinvestment and Recovery Act funding and has a total construction value of $45 Million. The reclamation facility startup occurs on October 6th 2011 and is projected to infiltrate up to 3 million gallons of reclaimed water into the aquifer daily. Currently our city pumps 680,000 gallons of waste water through the Spokane sewer system into the Spokane River each day.  Instead of pumping that water into the river, we will infiltrate the water into the aquifer. Through an alternate well, we will withdraw that same water out of the aquifer. Essentially removing our city from the aquifer equation and therefore allowing the aquifer to recharge.  As we continue to seek outside water sources, we can recharge the aquifer more effectively and permanently.

In addition, the city launched an $8.2 million local economic stimulus project that added local jobs, and positions the city for future economic growth. The plan focused on three components. One component involves investing in "smart infrastructure" street and water-supply improvements. Another component protects water quality by connecting an unserved section of the city to the public sewer system. The third component supports the cities’ future economic strengths, specifically by enhancing services to the Spokane County Raceway Park and to Northern Quest Resort and Casino. 

Current economic conditions have allowed the city to obtain bids less than the engineer estimates for the projects.  To date, the majority of the projects have been completed on time and within budget. 

The city anticipates beginning construction on a $3.2 million water reservoir and a $1.5 million utility extension to Spokane County Raceway Park in mid-October. 

Equally important to these successes has been the partnerships that have been developed between the city and our local chambers of commerce. We depend greatly on our local chambers to seek out those businesses that enhance our communities. The City of Airway Heights greatly appreciates the West Plains Chamber of Commerce and Greater Spokane Incorporated for working to bring business clients and jobs to the West Plains. We are eager to move forward with a partnership to seek out additional clients to enhance our region. The city truly appreciates the contributions made by all of our partners toward building a community. As we move ahead, the future of Airway Heights and the West Plains is bright. 
In particular, as the cities of Spokane and Airway Heights complete the historical annexation agreement, the long awaited opportunity for joint planning on the West Plains has been created.  Mayor Verner and I have agreed to meet to establish a joint planning agreement on the West Plains and we've invited others to join us. Our goal is to establish standards that blend our cities, beautify the region and make it inviting for major corporations to bring their businesses here. By working collaboratively, we can build our region, bring jobs and build the economy in Eastern Washington.  This opportunity brings together West Plains cities, our Tribal neighbors, representatives of Fairchild, Spokane International Airport, our local chambers of commerce and the CVB to discuss smart development and joint planning.

As I stated last year, the state of the city is good and the outlook is even better. However, it is dependent on us whether or not we as a region are successful. Again, I welcome you to our city.  My prayer is that God bless each of you on this and every day. Thank you for your time

